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your cpaBc executive
Professional Development / Certification 
 - Darryl De Boer
Conference Planning - Matt Beimers
SCSBC and Leadership Policy, Government 
relations - Ellen Freestone
chairperson - John Zuidhof
Support for New and Recent Principals  
- John Zuidhof, Matt Beimers and Ellen Freestone
Christian Schools Canada Rep - Dave O’Dell
promotions of cpaBc - Jeanette Berkenbosch  
(and Gerry)
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- John van der Leek
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Welcome New CPABC Members 
We want to give a warm welcome to our new 
members of the CPABC.  We look forward to 
interacting with you and supporting you in your chal-
lenging task of leadership in Christian schools across 
BC.  Please visit the website for more information 
about the upcoming conferences and meetings.

Sue Alberts (Surrey Christian School - Secondary)
Travis Bryerton (BC Christian Academy)
Tony Bylenga (Delta Christian School)
Gaylene Cardow (Abbotsford Christian Secondary School)
Ian Jarvie (BC Christian Academy)
Stuart Morris (High Road  Academy)
Danny Nagtegaal (Surrey Christian School - Middle)
Darlene Neufeld (Richmond Christian Elem. School)
Adam Reid (Duncan Christian School)
David Shinness (High Road Academy)
Wernart van Deventer (Port Alberni Christian School)

SPRiNG CoNfeReNCe 2011 
We invite you to register for our spring conference at Cedars 
Springs Retreat Centre in Sumas, WA in the new year. We 
are excited to have Dr. Syd Hielema of Redeemer University 
College as our keynote speaker.  

Subsidy Available
This subsidy is available to CPABC members who are unable to 
attend a CPABC/CSC conference due to financial constraints.  
CPABC will subsidize up to the full amount of a conference’s 
regular registration fees. Please note that the number of subsi-
dies is limited. Subsidy applications must be submitted one 
month before the conference dates. Email cpabc@cpabc.ca for 
more information.

CSC CoNfeReNCe RePoRt – SePteMBeR 2010
The CSC leadership conference in Edmonton was a strate-
gic opportunity for leaders from across Canada to meet and 
discuss an inspiring vision for Christian education in our 
schools. Some of the highlights from the conference were:

three Siebengas 
Examples were given of project based learning from three 
different schools and environments. It inspired the partici-
pants to think about new ways of broadening our tools for 
relevant learning in our schools. The power of the workshop 
was seeing how a common vision can be implemented in 
very different environments and Christian schools which 
operate in different regions of Canada.

Ceo / Superintendent Discussion
CSI Executive Director Dave Koetje led this well attended 
workshop. He focused on the changing roles of leadership in 
our schools and the necessary adaptations we will all need 
to make if we are to accommodate these changes well. He 
spent some time explaining the importance of choosing board 
members carefully and he listed some strategies and examples 
to help administrators do this more effectively.

Keynote Address
How do leaders break through the mid-life crisis years and 
succeed in their leadership right to the finishing periods of 
their career? How do we remain faithful as servant-leaders 
and finish well? What does God require of us in our work, 
families, relationship and ministry? These were questions 
which we worked through in the keynote address and in post-
keynote discussion with small groups.



A young student stood in my doorway and stared at me. If 
I have seen a sadder face in my life, I cannot remember it. 
His glistening eyes and his flushed face suggested he was 
on the edge of tears.
“What is the matter? You look so sad? If you are sad, 
then I am sad,” I said, drawing on all the primary school 
empathy I had inside of me.
“Mr. Beimers, I don’t think you are doing your job. It is the 
Grade 2’s turn on the tire swing but all the big kids are on 
it because you haven’t made up a new tire swing sched-
ule. The principal’s job is to make a tire swing schedule 
and you haven’t done your job.”
And with that, after 16 years as a middle and secondary 
school teacher, my new reality as a Pre-Kindergarten to 
Grade 4 administrator set in. And I knew, in a way, this 
child was right. I wasn’t doing my job. 
I must admit, I love my new job. The teaching staff and 
these young image bearers of God breathe new life into 
me every day. As a staff, we are diligent and work hard 
at being faithful to the vision of our schools and the trust 
that parents have put in us to educate, care, and love their 
children in the servant way of Jesus. But being faithful 
sometimes asks a lot of us. Being faithful can be exhaust-
ing. Being faithful means our journey will often be more 
difficult than easy. But being faithful also means that the 
decisions we make, no matter how simple or complex will 
be blessed by God, even though sometimes those bless-
ings are more tangible to see on some days than others.
Over the past few weeks I have also come to realize that 
creating tire swing schedules, posting students pictures on 
my wall, and playing soccer with children are really, really 
important. To most people, in the big scope of Christian 
education, a tire swing schedule seems like a very minute 
detail. But if Christian education is truly about teaching 
God’s covenantal children, then those minute details are 
actually some of the most important evidence that we 
are practically working out our mission and vision in the 
hallways and classrooms of our schools. 
How can we claim to be “educating for wholeness” (our 
school’s mission) and ignore the injustices taking place on 
the playground? Or how can I possibly say “No” when a 

grade four student in Mrs. Bouwman’s class asks me to 
hang his personally written “Psalm of Confession” on my 
door where he confesses I’m sorry Lord, sorry for making 
looks, sorry for not helping, sorry for hiding. I am sorry 
Lord. Forgive me. Yes Lord, forgive us when we are not 
faithful and ignore the small but important things in a 
child’s life. The hanging of a poem on a door may seem 
like a small gestures to some, but those acts of hospital-
ity are important to our students, so then they must be 
important to us. After all, isn’t this how God our Father in 
Heaven works? 
How small and trite might our requests seem to God? 
How often do we ask the Lord for the equivalent of a 
tire swing schedule? But when I consider how deep the 
Father’s love for us is, so deep that He considers us His 
children and made us in His image, so deep that He 
knows when a hair falls from our head, I have confidence 
that He knows that our requests, however small, are really 
big. If God is big enough to even consider the sparrow in 
the field, how much more is His love for us. He hears us. 
And He listens to us. So should it be in our relationship 
with the children we teach. 
So I need to pay attention. I need to consider the tire 
swing schedule. I need to consider the child sitting by 
herself at lunch. I need to consider that making budgets 
and picking up garbage and meeting parents and learn-
ing names is big stuff, because educating for wholeness 
encompasses all of these things. As the quote above my 
computer monitor reminds me each day “Nothing matters 
but the kingdom of God, but because of the kingdom of 
God, everything matters.” Including tire swing schedules.
                                                                                                                                     

CPABC MeMeBeRShiP
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, or you 
would like to become a member, you can find the 
membership form on www.cpabc.ca. Please send 
your completed membership form and fee to:

CPABC, 7600 Glover Road, Langley, BC V2Y 1Y1

Suggested 
Reading and 

Listening from the CPABC
      1. Nurtureshock – New Thinking 

About Children, by P. O. Bronson and 
Ashley Merryman

2. The Blessing of a Skinned Knee – Using Jewish 
Teachings to Raise Self-reliant Children, by Wendy 
Mogel, Ph.D.

3. Why Gender Matters: What Parents and Teachers 
Need to Know about the Emerging Science of Sex 
Differences, by Leonard Sax

4. Do Schools Kill Creativity?  by Sir Ken Robinson – 
on Ted.com or YouTube.com.

tiRe SWiNG SCheDuLeS MAtteR
Editorial by Matthew Beimers, CPABC Executive Board Member, VP – Primary School – Surrey Christian School


